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PRESS RELEASE 
HUMAN SERVICES: IDENTIFYING COMMUNITY PRIORITIES
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA—
The Charlottesville/Albemarle Commission on Children and Families’ (CCF) has identified key human service needs: expanding early care and education for children and youth development. After almost two years of research, including discussions with residents and input from multiple sources, we have identified the following priorities. These have been approved by the City Council and County Board of Supervisors in August, 2007:

SERVICE PRIORITIES
· Expanding programming and access to affordable, early care and education for children from birth through age 5, which meets an agreed upon minimum standard of quality.

· Expanding programming and access to affordable youth development services during out of school hours, including during the summer, and activities including mentoring. 

For more background information, see the reverse of this sheet and/or the enclosed Executive Summary.

###

The Charlottesville/Albemarle Commission on Children and Families (CCF) is a 28-member intergovernmental planning board which advises the Charlottesville City Council and the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors on improving outcomes and coordinating planning for local children and their families. 
BACKGROUND:

CCF has a three phased approach for identifying local priority areas in human services: Phase I is a comprehensive report on human services investments for the City and County, which includes all local, state, and federal, as well as some private, funding during FY2004-2005. This report, Human Services Investments, was presented to the Council on December 4, 2006.

 

Phase II, the current report, is the identification of human services strategic priorities to be addressed over the next 3-6 years. Priorities were identified using a comprehensive, systematic assessment of local data, as well as the Phase I information on human service investments. This data-driven approach should provide both the County and the City with the comprehensive information needed to insure that community resources are allocated efficiently and effectively to meet the human service needs of residents.

Phase III of the Human Services Strategic Planning process, currently underway, is the development of strategic plans to address the identified service-oriented priorities within CCF’s mission.

PROCESS AND SERVICE RECOMMENDATIONS:

In the Phase II report, human services are broken into ten categories: health care; mental health, mental disability and substance abuse services; transportation services; senior services; community recreation; family and community safety; youth development; early childhood development; housing assistance; and financial assistance. CCF conducted exhaustive research of publicly available data regarding human service needs and conducted focus groups and informational interviews with over 200 local residents and professionals, including residents who are typically under-represented. 

As the result of this research, CCF recommended that the following be adopted as the service-oriented priorities. Local service providers should work together strategically to expand and/or create programming aimed at ameliorating these issues:

· Expanding programming and access to affordable, early care and education for children from birth through age 5, which meets an agreed upon minimum standard of quality.

· Expanding programming and access to affordable youth development services during out of school hours, including during the summer, and activities including mentoring. 

CCF also recommended a community planning priority, two contextual priorities, and two community level priorities – see the Executive Summary for this information.

NEXT STEPS
· These Priorities will be incorporated into the FY09 Community Agency Funding Application to the City and County.

· Problem-solving groups are convening to address these Priorities.
The Executive Summary is enclosed and the full report is available at http://www.ccfinfo.org/PDFs/hsp_phase2.pdf, 
If you have any questions please contact Maryfrances Porter, Coordinator of Research and Planning: Phone: (434) 872-4546 Email: mporter@albemarle.org 
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